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June 2010                             Issue 12 

 

W.  Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir 

Prescribed Burn Held at Ft. Hamby Wildlife Management Area 

The team at W. Kerr Scott Lake led by Ranger Brad Carey and supported heavily by the NC Forest 

Service conducted the first controlled burn in W. Kerr Scott history at Fort Hamby Wildlife Management 

Area on March 31, 2010. Shown below are during and after pictures from the burn.  A second burn was 

conducted on April 22 at Boomer Wildlife Area.   To understand more about the benefits of prescribed 

burning, see the information from the North Carolina Forestry Service on page 3. 

           

 

Lake Notes 

In This Issue 

Grandfather Clauses     2 

Learn Your Buoys     4   

Water Safety Tips     7 

Composting                                     14 

Calendar of Events   23 

Native Americans used fire in virgin 

pine stands to provide better access, improve 

hunting, and ridding the land of undesirable 

species so they could farm. Early North 

American settlers observed this and continued 

the practice of using fire as a beneficial agent. 
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Permits/licenses that were issued under and meet the requirements of a past Shoreline Management Plan but do not meet 

the current Shoreline Management Plan will be considered as prior commitments and placed under a ―Grandfather 

Clause.‖ These facilities can remain as long as the holder of the permit/license is in compliance with the terms and 

conditions of the existing permit/license. These facilities have to be maintained in a safe and structurally sound condition 

and can remain as permitted until a transfer of ownership occurs or the death of the permittee and his/her legal spouse. At 

this time, the permit becomes null and void and the existing facility must be removed. Any adjacent landowner applying 

for a permit must be in compliance with the present Shoreline Management Plan. 

Grandfather Clauses are sometimes confusing to the general public in shoreline management related activities at W. Kerr 

Scott Reservoir. To reduce these problems and to improve public awareness and administrative efficiency, a gradual 

phase-out is planned for these activities. Phase-out of grandfather facilities and activities will be accomplished as follows: 

 

1. Docks and Associated Structures. Docks legally permitted prior to the 1997 Shoreline Management Plan and located in 

areas other than Limited Development Areas will be considered "Grandfathered". Grandfathered floating facilities will be 

allowed to remain as permitted in their present locations in accordance with Public Law 99-662, Section 1134 (d). This 

law prohibits the forced removal, on or after December 31, 1989, of the previously authorized docks and appurtenant 

structures which were in place on November 17, 1986, providing the following conditions are met: 

 

a. Docks must be maintained in usable and safe conditions at all times. 

b. Such property does not occasion a threat to life or property 

c. The holder of the permit is in substantial compliance with the terms of the existing permit. 

d. Public Law 99-662 applies except where necessary for immediate use for public purposes, or higher public use, or for a 

navigation or flood control project. 

 

2. Land-based Facilities. All authorized land-based facilities, such as steps, walkways, and utility lines permitted prior to 

this plan and located in areas other than Limited Development are considered "grandfathered". Land-based facilities must 

be removed at the expense of the permittee should the Shoreline Use Permit/License be terminated for any reason. 

 

3. Vegetation Modification. Due to significant changes in the terms and conditions of permits issued in the past, many old 

permits issued before this plan are "grandfathered. This condition will remain as permitted until a transfer of ownership 

occurs or the death of the permittee and his/her legal spouse. The new owner applying for a permit must conform to the 

current Shoreline Management Plan. 

 

4. Mowed Lawns. No new development of lawns is permitted. Existing lawns developed prior to the 2006 Shoreline 

Management Plan will be "grandfathered" as long as they meet the requirements, outlined in earlier revisions of the 

shoreline management plan. This allows certain mowing activities to occur legally on public lands. All persons legally 

mowing public property are required to have a Shoreline Use Permit authorizing such mowing. These activities will 

remain permitted until a transfer of ownership occurs or the death of the permittee and his/her legal spouse. The new 

owner applying for a permit must conform to the current Shoreline Management Plan. 

 

When ownership changes occur on adjacent private property, reforestation and regeneration will occur in these mowed 

open areas. Mowing will no longer be permitted in these areas. These areas will be gradually converted to their natural 

vegetative state by planting and thorough natural regeneration. The government has the right at any time to plant trees and 

vegetation that will help restore these areas to their natural vegetative state. If any permittee wishes to plant vegetation, 

they will need to obtain prior approval from the Operations Manager. Only native materials will be considered for 

planting on government property.  

 

What is a Grandfather Clause? 
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Benefits of Prescribed Burning 
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Know W. Kerr Scott Lake Buoys 
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Pollination is very important. It leads to the creation of new seeds that grow into new plants.                                    

Flowering plants have several different parts that are important in pollination. Flowers have male parts called 

stamens that produce a sticky powder called pollen. Flowers also have a female part called the pistil. The top of 

the pistil is called the stigma, and is often sticky. Seeds are made at the base of the pistil, in the ovule.                                                                                       

Plants that are pollinated by animals often are brightly colored and have a strong smell to attract the animal 

pollinators.                                                                                   

Another way plants are pollinated is by the wind. The wind picks up pollen from one plant and blows it onto 

another.                                                                                         

Plants that are pollinated by wind often have long stamens and pistils. Since they do not need to attract animal 

pollinators, they can be dully colored, unscented, and with small or no petals since no insect needs to land on 

them.                                                                        

To be pollinated, pollen must be moved from a stamen to the stigma. When pollen from a plant's stamen is 

transferred to that same plant's stigma, it is called self-pollination. When pollen from a plant's stamen is 

transferred to a different plant's stigma, it is called cross-pollination. Cross-pollination produces stronger plants.  

The plants must be of the same species. For example, only pollen from a daisy can pollinate another daisy. Pollen 

from a rose or an apple tree would not work. 

 

 

Pollination occurs in several ways. People can transfer 

pollen from one flower to another, but most plants are 

pollinated without any help from people. Usually plants 

rely on animals or the wind to pollinate them.                                                           

When animals such as bees, butterflies, moths, flies, 

and hummingbirds pollinate plants, it's accidental. They 

are not trying to pollinate the plant. Usually they are at 

the plant to get food, the sticky pollen or sweet nectar 

made at the base of the petals. When feeding, the 

animals accidentally rub against the stamens and get 

pollen stuck all over themselves. When they move to 

another flower to feed, some of the pollen can rub off 

onto this new plant's stigma. 

 

National Pollination Week ~ June 21-27 
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Tips to Attract Pollinators 

 Create a shallow depression in the mud or place a shallow dish of water in your garden for 

insect pollinators to drink—but make certain they can climb out. Some pollinators, 

including butterflies, also can benefit from discarded fruit. 

 Leave large branches that fall in wooded areas, or bundles of hollow reeds or stems 

around your yard to attract native bees and other insect pollinators. Drilling long holes in 

large branches or logs can make it more inviting for some species to nest. 

 Avoid pesticides or, if necessary, apply pesticides only for problematic target species and 

when most pollinators are inactive. Pesticides are largely toxic to most pollinators. 

 

Help the Pollinators! 
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 Learn to swim. The best thing anyone can do to stay safe in and around the water is to learn to 

swim. Always swim with a buddy; never swim alone. The American Red Cross has swimming 

courses for people of any age and swimming ability. To enroll in a swim course, contact your 

local Red Cross chapter. 

 Swim in areas supervised by a lifeguard. 

 Read and obey all rules and posted signs. 

 Children or inexperienced swimmers should take precautions, such as wearing a U.S. Coast 

Guard-approved personal floatation device (PFD) when around the water. 

 Set water safety rules for the whole family based on swimming abilities (for example, 

inexperienced swimmers should stay in water less than chest deep). 

 Be knowledgeable of the water environment you are in and its potential hazards, such as deep 

and shallow areas, currents, depth changes, obstructions and where the entry and exit points are 

located. The more informed you are, the more aware you will be of hazards and safe practices. 

 Pay attention to local weather conditions and forecasts. Stop swimming at the first indication of 

bad weather. 

 Use a feet-first entry when entering the water. 

 Enter headfirst only when the area is clearly marked for diving and has no obstructions. 

 Do not mix alcohol with swimming, diving or boating. Alcohol impairs your judgment, balance, 

and coordination, affects your swimming and diving skills, and reduces your body's ability to 

stay warm. 

 Know how to prevent, recognize, and respond to emergencies. 

General Water Safety Tips 

http://www2.redcross.org/where/where.html
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PUBLIC URGED TO LEAVE FAWNS ALONE 

RALEIGH, N.C. (May 11, 2010) – The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission is imploring people 

not to approach, touch, feed or move white-tailed deer fawns this spring. 

Most fawns are not abandoned, though people who see them often think they are and attempt to 

rescue them. Contact with a human may harm the animal more than help it. 

Whitetails are a ―hider‖ species, which means the female will hide her fawn in vegetation during the 

first two or three weeks of its life as she feeds. Spotted and lacking scent, fawns are well-

camouflaged and usually remain undetected by predators. The doe will return to the fawn several 

times a day to nurse and clean it, staying only a few minutes each time before leaving again to seek 

food. A human may never see the doe and think the fawn needs help or food. But staying away is a 

better option. 

The fawn is well-equipped to protect itself. By the time it is 5 days old, already it can outrun a 

human. At 3 to 6 weeks of age, fawns can escape most predators. 

Unless a fawn is in imminent danger — for example, under attack by dogs or injured in a tractor 

mowing accident — the best decision always is to leave it alone. If you are concerned about the 

fawn, leave the area and come back to check on the fawn the next day. Do not remain in the area. 

Does are very cautious and will not approach a fawn if they sense danger. 

If a fawn is in the exact location when you check on it the following day and bleating loudly, or if a 

fawn is lying beside a dead doe (likely at the side of a highway), do not take the fawn into your 

possession. It is illegal to remove a fawn from the wild. Only fawn rehabilitators with a permit from 

the Commission may keep white-tailed fawns in captivity for eventual release. Instead, contact the 

Wildlife Resources Commission at (919) 707-0040 for the telephone number of a local, permitted 

fawn rehabilitator or see a list of fawn rehabilitators at www.ncwildlife.org. 

 

 

News from North Carolina Wildlife 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Injured_Wildlife/Injured_FAQ.htm
http://www.ncwildlife.org/index.htm
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Event Location 
Date/Time 

Period 

HIGHEST TEMPERATURE OF RECORD 110° F * Fayetteville, Cumberland County 
August 21, 

1983 

LOWEST TEMPERATURE OF RECORD 

-34° F 

(below 

zero)  

Mount Mitchell, Yancey County 
January 21, 

1985 

GREATEST 24-HOUR RAINFALL 22.22 inches Altapass, Mitchell County 
July 15-16, 

1916 

GREATEST 24-HOUR SNOWFALL 36 inches Mount Mitchell, Yancey County 
March 13, 

1993 

GREATEST SINGLE STORM SNOWFALL 

60 inches* 

Newfound Gap, Swain County, Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park 

(unofficial) 

April 2-6, 

1987 * 

50 inches Mount Mitchell, Yancey County 
March 12-14, 

1993 

WARMEST WEATHER STATION ** 63.8° F Wilmington, New Hanover County 
annual 

average 

COLDEST WEATHER STATION ** 

43.8° F 
Mount Mitchell, Yancey County (on 

mountain top) 

annual 

average 

48.8° F 
Banner Elk, Avery County (in a valley 

where people actually live) 

annual 

average 

WETTEST WEATHER STATION ** 91.72 inches Lake Toxaway, Transylvania County 
annual 

average 

DRIEST WEATHER STATION ** 37.32 inches 
Asheville (Downtown), Buncombe 

County 

annual 

average 

MAXIMUM SINGLE STATION 

PRECIPITATION FOR ANY CALENDAR 

YEAR 

129.60 

inches 
Rosman, Transylvania County 1964 

MINIMUM SINGLE STATION 

PRECIPITATION FOR ANY CALENDAR 

YEAR 

22.69 inches Mount Airy, Surry County 1930 

* Obtained from RDU public Statement March 2, 1988 

** Based on 1971-2000 Normals 

The State Climate Office of North Carolina is the primary source for NC weather and climate information 

and is involved in all aspects of climate research, education, and extension services.  The State Climate 

Office is a public-service center, part of the UNC system, housed at North Carolina State University. 

North Carolina Weather Extremes 
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Plant Type: This is a herbaceous plant, it is a perennial which can reach 10 inches in height. Only 

about half that high at the time of blooming.                                                                                       

 

Leaves: This plant has basal leaves only. Leaves can be as wide as 8 inches. There is usually only 

one leaf which has five to nine lobes. It is much smaller at the time the flower is open. 

 

Flowers: The flowers have numerous parts and are up to 2 inches wide. They are white with 

yellow center. Blooms first appear in late winter and continue into early spring. The flower usually 

has eight symmetrically arranged petals four large and four smaller, but can have up to twelve and 

sometimes sixteen. 

 

Fruit: A two part capsule pointed on both ends with a row of seeds in each half.  

 

Habitat: Rich woods. Usually found growing on banks or slopes. 

 

Range: Most of North America east of the Rocky Mountains. 

Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis) 

 

Native Plants at the Lake 
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Eye on the Environment ~ Mourning Dove (Courtesy of NC Wildlife) 
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How to Start Composting 
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District hosts public scoping meeting on wind turbine proposal 

 

Manteo, North Carolina: Wind turbines in Pamlico Sound. Is that a good idea? A bad idea? Something that 

needs more detailed exploration? 

What do you think Duke Power and UNC should do to meet the needs of the natural and human environment 

before they undertake a demonstration project to place up to three wind turbines in the Pamlico Sound? 

Those are the questions the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers asks the public as it prepares to oversee the 

NEPA process and an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

The proposed project is intended to test the viability of wind power in coastal North Carolina waters. Duke 

Power and its partner, UNC, seek to learn whether this is a good way to move toward renewable energy, 

whether our coastal hurricanes and nor’easters are an obstacle to success, and whether the technical and 

operational challenges of placing such large structures in our coastal waters can be met. 

Dave Lekson, Chief of the Washington, North Carolina, Regulatory Office, is the project manager for this 

Corps oversight of the EIS effort. ―We are at the very beginning. The first people we hear from are the public 

and the natural resource agencies who must comment in any EIS.‖ 

About seventy five citizens from the surrounding area came to the public meeting. They heard brief 

presentations from the Corps and from Duke Power, but most of the evening was devoted to hearing their 

comments and concerns. The public articulated wide-ranging and well-thought-out questions. How would 

the one to three structures, up to 440 feet tall from the base to the tip of a rotating blade, affect fisheries, bird 

life, human aesthetic values, electromagnetic fields? How would they be maintained? What would the cables 

coming ashore do to affect the local ground water? How much electricity would they generate, and what 

effect would this have on a local electric co-op? 

These and dozens more questions were aired during a two hour session. All those concerns were carefully 

recorded, and all will be addressed as part of the EIS. The Corps will continue to seek scoping comments 

until April 2, 2010. To comment or to find complete information about the project, go to 

http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/WETLANDS/Projects/Duke_Wind/index.html  

 

News from Wilmington District  

http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/WETLANDS/Projects/Duke_Wind/index.html
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Hike Responsibly  
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Kid’s Page 
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Print and Color! 
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Youth Fishing Day – Book Swap April 17, 2010 
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Contact Information 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20 (9:00 a.m.) Rubbish Roundup (Meet at Dam Site Boat Ramp)                       

POC: Jory Shepherd 

May 28-30 24 Hour Burn Bike Race – Dark Mountain Park 

June 3 and 17 Rubbish Roundup 

July 1 Rubbish Roundup 

July 1 (8:30 p.m.) Opening Night Tom Dooley, Fort Hamby Park                   

http://www.wilkesplaymakers.com/home.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers                                                        

W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir                                                                 

499 Reservoir Road                                                                         

Wilkesboro, NC 28697                                                                   

336-921-3390                                                                                            

336-921-2330 (Fax)                                                                  

Email: jory.d.shepherd@usace.army.mil                                        

Web:   http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/wkscott/index.htm 

 

 

Friends of W. Kerr Scott Lake                       

W. Kerr Scott Dam and Reservoir                                           

499 Reservoir Road                                              

Wilkesboro, NC 28697                                                                   

336-921-3390                                                               

336-921-2330 (Fax)                                                                  

Email: wkerrscott1@yahoo.com                                          

Web:  http://www.friendsoflake.org/ 

 

Calendar of Events 

Rubbish Roundup is a program which began in 2009. During the months of April through October, 

Rangers and volunteers go out twice a month (if possible) on the lake and remove litter.                                   

On April 22, 2010 we removed 55 bags of litter and 16 tires!  Not bad for 14 volunteers in 3 hours!  We 

still have a lot more litter to remove.  Any volunteers are greatly appreciated.  

http://www.wilkesplaymakers.com/home.asp
mailto:jory.d.shepherd@usace.army.mil
http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/wkscott/index.htm
mailto:wkerrscott1@yaohoo.com
http://www.friendsoflake.org/
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If you observe a violation of the Shoreline 

Management Plan; you may anonymously call or 

send a letter to the shoreline ranger at:  

 

W. Kerr Scott Lake  

Attn: Shoreline Ranger  

499 Reservoir Road  

Wilkesboro, NC 28697  

336-921-3390  

 

• You may leave a comment on our webpage at:  

http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/wkscott/index.htm  
 

 

If you suspect water quality violations you may 

report it directly to:  

 

NC Department of Natural Resources (Water 

Quality Section)  

336-771-5000  

 

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/home 

 

 
 

Shoreline Watch Program 

http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/wkscott/index.htm
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/home

